Squamous and trophoblastic cells in the maternal pulmonary circulation identified by invasive hemodynamic monitoring during the peripartum period.
The antemortem diagnosis of amniotic fluid embolism has traditionally relied on the identification of amniotic fluid debris in the maternal circulation by central venous or pulmonary arterial catheterization. Pulmonary artery blood specimens from 14 term pregnant women with severe pregnancy-induced hypertension suggest that squamous or trophoblastic cells may be normally present in the maternal pulmonary circulation during the peripartum period and that their presence is not pathognomonic of clinically significant amniotic fluid embolism.